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= ABSTRACT: This paper provides methodological contributions to the text analysis that is
developed in Textual-Interactive Grammar (TIG), a type of analysis based on the analytical
category of discourse topic. Specifically, the purpose of the paper is to discuss: (i) the elaboration
of meta-discourse topics during the construction of texts; (ii) a methodology for naming the
referents that work as topics in a text. The corpus comprises descriptions, experience narratives,
and opinion reports, material selected from IBORUNA database. Aiming to contribute to the
development of TIG, the article argues that textual construction sometimes deals with meta-
discourse topics in which interlocutors are concentrated on negotiating the topic of the text.
In addition, the paper discusses that a referent with topic status can be described by means
of: (i) the identification of a referential expression that makes it explicit on the text surface;
(i1) the nominalization of a predication that is present in the text; or (iii) the inference of that
referent. The article concludes that discourse topics make evident the existence of an intrinsic
relationship between text formulation and interaction, and that the different possibilities of
describing topics corroborate the referent nature of each topic in a text.

= KEYWORDS: Textual-Interactive Grammar; discourse topic; referent; topic analysis;
methodology.

Introduction

Within the scope of the Spoken Portuguese Grammar Project (Castilho, 1990), a
group of researchers responsible for studies on the textual construction was created
and led by Ingedore Griinfeld Villaga Koch. This group faced the challenge of defining
theoretical-methodological foundations for textual analysis from a textual-interactive
perspective, culminating in the elaboration of a theoretical proposal for textual analysis,
known as Textual-Interactive Perspective or Textual-Interactive Grammar. In this
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challenging work of delimiting principles that are specific to the analysis of texts and
also pertinent to the level of textual organization of the language, the definition of a
textual analysis unit was a fundamental task, consistent with the proposed theoretical
foundations.

In this sense, when studying the macrostructure of texts, the group found that a
basic process of textual construction is topicality, that is, the organization of texts into
discourse topics, since, “throughout a communicative event, the interlocutors focus their
attention on certain themes, which constitute the focus of verbal interaction” (Jubran,
2015a, p. 28, our translation).! Guided by this observation, this group established an
analytical category of texts, the discourse topic, understood, in general, as “‘about’
what is spoken” (Jubran, 2006a, p. 35, our translation),> a category that allows the
division of texts into so-called topic segments. Each topic segment is a textual portion
that materializes the abstract category of the discourse topic and finally constitutes the
theory’s unit of analysis.

Thus, a methodological principle defined within Textual-Interactive Grammar
(TIG) is that textual phenomena must be analyzed in relation to topicality, which makes
distinguishing topic segments of a text an elementary procedure in textual-interactive
analysis. Evidence of the need to operate with topic segments in the description of
textual phenomena is the study of parenthetical insertion, one of the text construction
processes recognized by TIG. As Jubran (2015b) points out, parenthetical insertion
occurs in the context of the topic segment, corresponding to a brief deviation from
the discourse topic, which does not cause the establishment of a new topic within the
one which was in progress, thus not allowing the delimitation of a new topic segment.
Another example of the methodological importance of recognizing the topic segments
of a text to study a textual-interactive phenomenon is the work with discourse markers
(DMs), a set of linguistic resources responsible for sequencing textual portions and
marking the presence of the instance of enunciation in the utterance (Risso, 2015;
Urbano, 2015). In the analysis of the functioning of linguistic expressions as DMs, an
essential step is to delimit the text in topic segments, since this delimitation is crucial
for an accurate establishment of the behavior of expressions in relation to the features
of topic sequencer, sentence sequencer and non-sequencer, features that are crucial for
the characterization of an expression in terms of its performance as DM.

In this context of delimiting methodological procedures for the textual study linked
to the category of the discourse topic according to TIG, we aim, in this paper,’ to present
methodological contributions to the analysis of texts based on this category, which will
imply contributions to TIG itself. More specifically, our work comprises the following

' In the original: “[...] ao longo de um evento comunicativo, os interlocutores centram sua atengdo em determinados
temas, que se constituem como foco da interagdo verbal” (Jubran, 2015a, p. 28).

In the original: “[...] ‘acerca de’ que se fala” (Jubran, 2006a, p. 35).

This paper expands discussions initially carried out within the scope of the research entitled “Uma abordagem textual-
interativa da relagdo entre organizagdo topica e referenciagdo em descrigées, narrativas de experiéncia e relatos de
opinido” (Garcia, 2022).
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objectives: (i) to argue that the construction of texts may include the establishment
of meta-discourse topics which are centered on the definition and indication of the
discourse topics to be developed in the text; (i) to discuss and propose a methodology
for naming the referents which, in a text, assume the status of discourse topics. The
material explored in our discussions comes from descriptions, experience narratives and
opinion reports collected from the IBORUNA Database Census Sample (Gongalves,
2007), which brings together linguistic samples of Brazilian Portuguese spoken in the
Northwest of the Sao Paulo state.

The paper is organized as follows: after this introduction, in the next section we
present TIG and its conception of discourse topic; in the sequence, we explain the
notion of meta-discourse and its performance in topic construction, which will help
us understand how a topic can be recognized as a meta-discourse topic; after that, we
address the referencing process and the ways of activating textual referents, seeking
a theoretical basis for the discussion on ways of identifying referents that are topics;
reaching our discussion of data, in the following section we discuss the two issues
involved in our objective, offering methodological contributions to textual-interactive
analysis; finally, we present the conclusions and references, in that order.

Textual-Interactive Grammar and the notion of discourse topic

TIG is a branch of Text Linguistics, being, therefore, an approach that takes the text
as its object of study, focusing on its interactional dimension. As Jubran (2007) explains,
TIG understands the text as a dynamic socio-communicative unit that mobilizes, in
addition to linguistic-textual factors, interactional knowledge that takes place in the
game of communicative action carried out by language and which is inscribed in the
textual materiality itself. In a grammatical approach to text, such as TIG, it should also
be noted, as postulated by TIG, that the rules of textual construction are not equivalent to
those at the sentence level, once the text presents properties based on its own constitutive
order. In line with the conception of text in question is the notion of language of TIG,
understood as a form of verbal action, through which at least two interlocutors perform
communicative tasks of exchanging representations, goals and interests, in the context
of a discourse space that is always directed to communication partners (Jubran, 2007).

From these conceptions of language and text, which emphasize the importance
given to interactional factors in textual construction, a set of guiding principles of TIG
emerges (Jubran, 2015a, 2007). The first one is that the phenomena considered in it have
their properties and functions defined in use, in concrete situations of interlocution, co-
involving the circumstances of enunciation. A second essential principle for TIG is that
interactional factors are constitutive of texts and inherent to linguistic expression, with a
natural presence of pragmatic data in textual processing, which are shown on the textual
surface, a principle that largely resumes the notion of text as a socio-communicative
unit based on interactional knowledge inscribed in the materiality of the text.
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Assuming the intrinsic presence of pragmatic factors in the construction of texts,
TIG, in the analysis of the phenomena involved in textual construction, does not
dichotomize textual and interactive functions, but combines them, according to the
dominance of one or the other, which already demonstrates a third theoretical principle
of the approach, the gradient principle. According to this principle, a given textual
construction procedure sometimes acts dominantly in the informational organization
of the text, sometimes dominantly in the enunciative activity, signaling the domain of
the interactional function, sometimes in intermediate classes, throughout which there
is a progressive projection of the textual function on the interactional and, conversely,
a progressive projection of the interactive function on the textual one.

As mentioned in the introduction, TIG establishes the discourse topic as an analytical
category, understood as what is spoken about (Jubran, 2006a, Pinheiro, 2005), as the
basic semantic informative content of a text (Bernardez, 1982; Brown; Yule, 1983;
Van Dijk, 1980). More specifically, it is considered that the topic manifests itself in
a text through utterances formulated by the interlocutors regarding a set of referents
related to each other and relevant at a certain point in the message (Jubran, 2006b,
2015¢; Pinheiro, 2005).

From the observation of the convergence of a group of utterances to the same set
of discourse objects, two particularizing properties of the discourse topic are defined —
centering and organicity. The property of centering covers the features of semantic
interdependency, relevance and delimitation. According to Jubran (2015c), semantic
interdependency consists of the interdependence relation between textual elements,
established by cohesive mechanisms of sequencing and referencing, which promote
the integration of these elements into a specific set of explicit or inferable discourse
objects, established as the target of the interaction. Relevance, in turn, is related to the
prominence of textual elements in the constitution of this referential set, which are
projected as focal in the interaction. Finally, the feature of delimitation concerns the
concrete location of this set of discourse objects at a certain point in a text, based on
the semantic interdependency and relevance of its elements.

The example in (1), from Jubran (2015c), shows the features of centering, as
well as the notion of discourse topic as an abstract category and the conception of
topic segment.
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(1) Discourse topic: Atividades profissionais do marido de L1
Doc. — o seu marido sempre exerceu essa profissao que ele tem agora?
L1 — ndo ele teve escritorio no inicio da carreira ... teve escritorio durante ... oito anos:: mais
ou menos ... depois ... ainda com escritorio ... e como ele tinha liberdade de advogar ele também
... exercia a:: profi/ o a advocacia do Estado né?:: ... e depois ... é que ele comegou a lecionar
quando houve ... a necessidade de regime de dedicagdo exclusiva [...] ... entdo:: ele::: comegou
a lecionar foi convidado e:: [...] e::: e deu-se muito bem no magistério ... ele se realiza sabe? |[...]
ele se dedica muitissimo a ... tanto a carreira de procurador como de professor (ta?) [...]. (D2 SP
360: 1.160-91; Jubran, 2015c, p. 88)
[Discourse topic: L1°s husband’s professional activities
Doc. — Has your husband always practiced this profession?
L1 —no, he had an office at the beginning of his career ... he had an office for... eight years or so...
then... still with the office ... and, as he was free to advocate, he also practiced the State law, you
know? ... and then ... he started teaching when there was ... the need for an exclusive dedication
regime [...] ... so he started teaching, he was invited and [...] and he did very well in teaching ...
he feels fulfilled, you know? [...] he is very dedicated to ... both to the careers of prosecutor and
teacher (ok?) [...]. (D2 SP 360: 1.160-91; Jubran, 2015c, p. 88)]

According to Jubran (2015c¢), in (1), semantic interdependency is certified in
the construction of a reference set related to the professions of L1’s husband. The
integration of the constituent elements of this set of discourse objects is established,
for example, by the semantic association between lexemes such as “escritorio/office”,
“carreira/career”, “advogar/advocate”, “lecionar/teaching”, “procurador/prosecutor”,
“professor/teacher”, which circumscribe the theme “profissao/profession”. The topic
relevance, on the other hand, results from the focal position assumed by topic referents,
which can be verified in this case by observing the themes and sentential rhemes. The
themes often refer to the element “marido/husband”, putting this discourse object in
prominence, and linked to these themes are rhemes that express the dominance of the
topic “profissdes/professions”, as in the excerpt “ele se dedica muitissimo a ... tanto a
carreira de procurador como de professor/he is very dedicated to ... both to the careers of
prosecutor and teacher”. After identifying a set of semantic interdependent and relevant
utterances about the professions of L1’s husband, we can find, in the materiality of
the text, a textual unit that concretizes the discourse topic pointed out, which already
demonstrates the third feature of centering, delimitation. Therefore, this is how it is
said that the discourse topic is related to what is spoken about, as in (1), in which the
professions of L1’s husband are thematized.* This is also how it is assumed that the
abstract category of discourse topic is materialized by a topic segment, a textual unit that
corresponds, in (1), to the entire excerpt of the example, which materializes the topic
“Atividades profissionais do marido de L1/professional activities of L1’s husband”,
from the beginning of the documenter’s speech to the end of L1’s speech.

As we have said, in TIG, it is perfectly consistent to say that the discourse topic is related, in general, to what is spoken
about. However, within such theoretical-methodological framework, there are precise criteria for the approaching of
textual units that materialize topics, criteria that are the topical properties of centering and organicity. Therefore, a
discourse topic is not any subject dealt with in a text, but a subject constructed by the interlocutors about a referential
set that performs the characteristics of this analytical category.
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The second particularizing property of the discourse topic, organicity, is manifested,
according to Jubran (2015c), by relations of topical interdependency that are established
on two planes — linear and hierarchical. In the hierarchical plane, there are dependencies
of superordination and subordination between topics that are implied by the degree of
comprehensiveness of the subject discussed in a text, while on the linear plane, there
are inter-topic articulations in terms of adjacency or interpositions of topics in textual
linearity. Figure 1 exemplifies the hierarchical plan of topic organicity, which will help
us to understand, in the next sections, the functioning of meta-discourse topics. We
will not include examples that demonstrate topic linearity because we will not address,
in our analyses, inter-topic relations in terms of their distribution in textual linearity.

Figure 1 — Topic hierarchy

Central discourse
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Reason for the
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Topic 1: Topic 2:

L2 option for
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Topic 2.2: Nature
of the pedagogy
course

Source: Adapted from Jubran (2015c, p. 90).

Still on the concept of discourse topic, in addition to the notion of topic proposed
by Jubran (2006a, 2006b, 2015c), it should also be recognized, as in Garcia (2022),
that every discourse topic can be assumed as a referent.

Regarding the notion of referent, Lyons (1977b) points out that it is common to
say that words or expressions, but not concepts, refer to things. In this context, dealing
with the reference, the author states that when we use a simple descriptive sentence, it
is often appropriate to say that what we are doing involves talking about someone or
something, about a particular entity (or entities), or group(s) of entity(ies) in the world.
For example, in a situation where an expression such as “Napoleon is a Corsican” is
used to make a statement, the speaker is said to have referred to a certain individual
(Napoleon) by the use of a referential expression. If the reference is successful, the
referential expression will allow the listener to correctly identify the individual in
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question, who is the referent.’ Still for this author, in sentences with only one referential
expression, the expression used to refer to what we are talking about (the referent) is
typically the subject of the sentence (Lyons, 1977b).® Regarding this notion Brown
and Yule (1983), based on Lyons (1977b), say the following: “The term reference can
[...]be[...] reserved for that function whereby speakers (writers) indicate, via the use
of a linguistic expression, the entities they are talking (writing) about.” (Brown; Yule,
1983, p. 205).

Based on this conception of referent, it is admissible to recognize the discourse topic
as a referent because the topic, as the theme of a text — “theme” conceived as what is
spoken about in a discourse (Brown; Yule, 1983) — can also be assumed as something
about the world, (re)constructed in a text and targeted by the textual-interactive process.
This referential view of discourse topic, presupposed in essential works for the definition
of the category (Jubran et al., 2002; Jubran, 2006a, 2006b, 2015¢), can be attested by
means of the example in (2).

(2) Discourse topic: Quartos do rancho do informante
[...] ai nos quarto tem um quarto tem... uma cama de casal:: e uma... de solte(i)ro tal 1
com uma/ com... um guarda-ro(u)pa tal::... no o(u)tro tem... duas cama de casal... 0 2
quarto é bem grande tem duas cama de casal:: do/ um quadro assim no meio um quadro 3
de Nossa Senho::ra... e é um quarto que tem um banhe(i)ro e tal... e::... tem tam(b)ém 4
uma... televisdo o tinico quarto que tem televisdo é esse que tem duas camas de casal... 5
e o o(wtro quarto é um quarto mais simples so tem uma cama de casal so é 6
pequenininho... e tam(b)ém fala que é o quartinho ld porque guarda tudo a... 7
tranque(i)ragem guarda ld tudo... guarda separado...” (BDI-AC-019; DE: L. 60-67; 4/6)* 8

[Discourse topic: Informant’s ranch bedrooms

[...] so in the bedrooms there is a bedroom there is ... a double bed and a... single one with a/
with... a wardrobe... in the other, there is... two double beds... the room is very large there’s
two double beds, there’s a portrait in the middle, a portrait of Our Lady ... and it is a room with
a bathroom... and... there is also a... television the only bedroom where there is a television is
this one with two double beds. .. and the other bedroom is a simpler room there’s only one double
bed, is a small room... and also it is called the small room because there we keep everything the...
all the junk is kept there... separated... (BDI-AC-019; DE: L. 60-67; 4/6)]

In Semantics, the area in which Lyons’ (1977b) work is inserted, the referent is seen as an entity of the extralinguistic
world, an object of the world. In Text Linguistics, as it will be presented later, the referent is a textual entity, an object
of discourse.

¢ When addressing the “reference” according to Lyons (1977b), it is important to clarify the distinction made by the
author between “reference” and “denotation”. As Lyons (1977b) states, when talking about “reference”, the relation
between an expression and its specific context of use must be understood. On the other hand, when talking about the
“denotation” of a lexeme or expression, the relationship between this lexeme and the people, places, properties and
processes that are not a part of the linguistic system must be understood. Thus, according to the author, denotation is
valid regardless of the occasion of enunciation and can be understood as the class of entities to which an expression
could refer, such as the expression “cow”, which denotes a particular class of animals.

To make it easier the recognition of a discourse topic, in our examples we highlight in bold excerpts from each topic
segment that most directly indicate their respective topic.

At the end of each example discussed, we will present, in brackets, the source from which they were extracted, in
addition to the order in which the discourse topic appears in the linearity of the text and the number of hierarchically
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The topic segment in (2) composes a text in which the speaker describes different
parts of his ranch, such as the bedrooms, a topic focused on in the given example. The
centering on this topic can be verified by the semantic interdependency established
through the semantic relation established between phrases such as “quarto/bedroom”,
“cama de casal/double bed”, “[cama] de solteiro/[single]bed”, “guarda-roupa/
wardrobe” and “quartinho/smal bedroom”, delimiting the theme “quartos do rancho/
ranch bedrooms”. The topic relevance, on the other hand, can be attested by the explicit
activation of the speech object “quarto/bedrooms” at the very beginning of the topic
segment (“ai nos quarto”, L. 1/s0 in the bedrooms),’ indicating the part of the ranch to
be focused on in that point of the text, as well as by the recategorization of this referent
throughout the topic segment, mainly by phrases such as “um quarto/a bedroom™ (L. 1,
4, 6), “o outro/the other” (L. 2), “o quarto/”’ the bedroom(L. 2-3), “o unico quarto/the
only bedroom” (L. 5), “o outro quarto/the other bedroom” (L. 6) and “o quartinho/the
small bedroom” (L. 7). Once we identify a set of semantic interdependent referents
which are relevant, at a certain point in the text, concerning the ranch bedrooms, this
discourse object (the ranch bedrooms) can be recognized as a discourse topic.

Based on this topic analysis, the case in (2) attests that a discourse topic can be
seen as a referent because it is about the entity of the world “Quartos do rancho do
informante/Informant’s ranch bedrooms”, reconstructed in textual processing, that it
is spoken about in the topic segment. In other words, it is about an entity (that is, a
referent) — “Quartos do rancho do informante/ Informant’s ranch bedrooms” — that a
centering is constituted (that is, a topic is established); hence the understanding that a
topic is always a referent. As a referent, the topic can then be identified by three basic
procedures, as discussed in the next sections.

Meta-discourse in topic construction

According to Risso (1999), the linguistic strategies for expressing meta-discursivity
are among the multiple verbal procedures that signal the instance of enunciation in
textual structure, showing, on the utterances’ surface, a self-reflexive movement
that makes the discourse unfold on itself, in a process in which it refers to its own
discursive “doing”. Thus, the author argues that the basic particularizing property of
meta-discourse is self-reflexivity, as attested by the example in (3), taken by Risso
(1999) from an interview with the then leader of Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Movement
(MST), promoted by TV Cultura, in 1997, in the Roda Viva show.

more specific topics identified in the text. For example: [BDI-AC-019; DE: L. 60-67; 4/6] indicates that the data
was extracted from the IBORUNA Database (BDI); from the interview 019 of the Census Sample (AC-019); from a
description (DE, which may vary with NE, for experience narrative, and RO, for opinion report); lines 60 to 67 of the
interview transcript; and that the topic materialized in the exemplified topic segment is the fourth, in the linear order
of the topic construction, of a total of 6 discourse topics of that description.

®  The letter “L” followed by a period inside parentheses is an abbreviation for the word “line”.
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(3) [...] entdo ai o senhor poderia enumerar algumas mudancas sociais, mesmo
que seja em termos genéricos, que ai nos vamos ter uma ideia de pra onde o
MST[...] realmente quer ir. (Risso, 1999, p. 204)

[[...] then you could list some social changes, even if it is in general terms, so
then we will have an idea of where the MST [...] really wants to go. (Risso,
1999, p. 204)]

As Risso (1999) explains, in (3) the meta-discourse segments in bold highlight the
verbal act requested to the interviewee (enumerar/to list), labeling it as a specifying act
of the proposed topic (mudancas sociais/social changes) and defining the format, not
necessarily detailed (em termos genéricos/in general terms), of the required statements.
Thus, by referring to what is going to be said, the discourse, simultaneously, is established
as an event and as an object of mention, which allows us to say, as we mentioned, that
the meta-discourse refers to the discursive process itself.

As for the marks of meta-discourse segments, Risso (1999) points out that the
status of meta-discourse is usually marked, within a text, by verbal expressions, such as
“say”, “ask” and “answer”, or nominal expressions, such as “statement”, “affirmation”
and “response”, which refer to the verbal act. In addition, according to the author, it
is possible to have an ellipse of metalinguistic terms, which can be recovered with the
support of data from the communicative event. Thus, excerpts such as “Segunda coisa:
0 governo precisa priorizar a reforma agraria/ Second thing: the government needs to
prioritize land reform™” or ““Senhor lider do MST, o seguinte.../ Mr. leader of the MST,
it’s this.” can be decoded as “Second thing to be said” and “I want to ask you this”.

Characterizing different modalities of meta-discourse, including the one involving
the text construction scheme, Risso and Jubran (1998) show that meta-discourse prefacer
can indicate the proposition of discourse topics to be addressed by the speakers, as
we see in the example in (4), in which the bold excerpt, said by the documenter of a
dialogue between two informants from the Cultured Linguistic Urban Norm Project
(NURC), suggests that its subsequent segment acquires topic status.

(4) [...] entdo... entdo agora nds... vamos mexer aqui num assunto que parece
ser um pouco mais amplo... o problema da imprensa... (D2-SP/255; Risso;
Jubran, 1998, p. 234)

[[...] so... so now we... let’s touch here on a subject that seems to be a bit
broader... the problem of the press... (D2-SP/255; Risso; Jubran, 1998, p. 234)]

In the same vein, Jubran (2022) recognizes the reference to topic structuring of
texts, in terms of textual assembly and progression, as a type of meta-discourse, which
can: (i) indicate the discourse topic to be addressed; (ii) mark the text composition
scheme; (iii) signal the introduction and completion of a discourse topic; (iv) signal
interruption, insertion of parentheses and topical resumption; (v) indicate the discourse
status of a text fragment, such as summary, thesis and definition. An example of this
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modality of meta-discourse is the case in (5), in which it is possible to observe not only
the naming of the topic to be developed (o problema da seca/the problem of drought),
but also the indication of the structure of the topic development, organized into two
parts (duas linhas/two lines).

(5) MI—eu acho que tém duas linhas pelas quais tem que se enfientar o problema

éh ... da seca (...) o primeiro ¢ fortalecer as agées de cidadania ... que nada
tem a ver com o governo, que sdo redes de ... de ... da cidadania brasileira (...)
que hoje voltam a se organizar para responder a situacdo éh ... de ... éh ... fome
naquela regido do pais ... 0 segundo sdo agoes governamentais ... as a¢oes
governamentais ... éh ... Matinas ... basicamente sdo agoes de investimento ...
que la deve ser feito ... para respostas a curto prazo. (TV Cultura, Roda Viva,
11 maio 1998; Jubran, 2022, p. 223)
[MI -1 think there are two lines through which we have to face the problem of
drought [...] the first is to strengthen citizenship actions... which have nothing
to do with the government, which are networks of ... of ... Brazilian citizenship
[...] who are now organized again to respond to the situation of... of ... hunger
in that region of the country ... the second is government actions... government
actions... uhm ... Matinas ... basically they are investment actions... that must
be done there... for short-term reactions. (TV Cultura, Roda Viva, May 11,
1998; Jubran, 2022, p. 223)]

Although there is relationship between topic structuring and meta-discourse (in
the sense that the reference to topic structuring is a modality of meta-discourse), it
is necessary to recognize, according to Risso (1999), that meta-discourse does not
directly participate in the set of discourse objects involved in topic propositions, being
an important factor in the pragmatic anchoring of informational content, thus marking
the instance of enunciation in textual construction, as it was said at the beginning of
this section. This aspect of meta-discourse can also be noted in the work of Jubran
(2022), who states that, “in the process of metalinguistic or meta-discourse labeling,
objects-of-discourse do not concern topical elaboration” (Jubran, 2022, p. 229, our
translation),'” because they consist of: (i) linguistic activities, designated by words
such as “description”, “explanation”, “report”, “comment” etc.; (ii) mental processes,
designated by “analysis”, “evaluation”, “opinion” etc.; (iii) attributes of the scope of
language or text, meta-linguistically designated by “sentence”, “question”, “word” etc.;

(iv) illocutionary acts, designated by lexemes such as “order”, “promise”, “advice” and
“affirmation”, as we see in (6).

10 1In the original: “[...] no processo de rotulages metalinguisticas ou metadiscursivas, os objetos-de-discurso ndo dizem
respeito a elaboragdo topica.” (Jubran, 2022, p. 229).

Alfa, Sao Paulo, v.68, ¢18766, 2024 10



(6) O presidente Carlos Menen visitou o Brasil no auge da crise, mas também nos

dias em que, em Washington, o Congresso determinava a sorte do fast track,
legislagdo essencial para que o presidente Bill Clinton pudesse acelerar
o processo de criagdo da Alca [...]: “A consolidagdo e o aperfeicoamento
do Mercosul constituem a prioridade numero um da politica externa da
Republica Argentina”. A afirmacgdo foi feita no Senado, em Brasilia |...].
(“Editorial”, em O Estado de S. Paulo, Sao Paulo, 14 nov. 1997; Jubran,
2022, p. 229-230)
[President Carlos Menen visited Brazil at the height of the crisis, but also in
the days when, in Washington, Congress was determining the fate of the fast
track, essential legislation for President Bill Clinton to accelerate the process
of creating the FTAA [...]: “The consolidation and improvement of Mercosur
is the number one priority of the Argentine Republic’s foreign policy”. The
statement was made in the Senate in Brasilia [...]. (“Editorial”, in O Estado de
S. Paulo, Sao Paulo, November 14, 1997; Jubran, 2022, p. 229-230)]

According to Jubran (2022), in (6) the expression “a afirmacgdo/the statement”
anaphorically refers to Carlos Menen’s speech without reference to its propositional
content, as it takes it as a speech act, categorizing it by its illocutionary force of
assertion. Thus, the author explains that the highlighted anaphoric expression focuses
on the plane of enunciation, leaving its functionality in the informational flow in
the background, considering that it denominates the verbal action practiced by the
enunciator of the cited discourse and, at the same time, predicates it by its asseverative
content. Similarly to these considerations of Risso (1999) and Jubran (2022) about the
fact that meta-discourse does not act directly on topic construction, in the data analysis
section we will discuss the topics we call “meta-discourse”, seeking to show that, in
these topics, the informational development of an ongoing text decreases, while the
interactional function of this text relatively increases, which corroborates the gradient
principle of TIG.

Referencing and ways of activating textual referents

According to Koch (2015, 2018), referencing is a discursive activity through
which objects of discourse are constructed and reconstructed, an assumption that
implies a non-referential view of language, which moves away from the idea of direct
correspondence between words and the external world. The author addresses the issue
in the following terms:

[...] here the reference is not understood in the sense more traditionally
attributed to it, as a simple extensional representation of referents of the
extramental world, but rather as what we designate, represent, suggest
when we use a term or create a referential discourse situation for this
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purpose: the designated entities are seen as objects of discourse, and not
as objects of the world. (Koch, 2018, p. 64, our translation).!

Based on this conception, which indicates a shift from the notion of “reference”
to that of “referencing” in Textual Linguistics studies (Mondada; Dubois, 2003),
Koch (2018) explains that our brain does not photograph or mirror the extralinguistic
world, so that our way of seeing and saying the real does not coincide with the real.
As the author attests, our mind actually re-elaborates the sensory data for the purpose
of apprehension and understanding and this re-elaboration takes place essentially in
the discourse, in a process that is not subjective and individual, but the re-elaboration
must obey restrictions imposed by cultural, social, historical conditions and, also, by
the conditions of processing the use of the language. In this sense, Koch (2018) argues
that discourse builds what it refers to, at the same time that it is subordinate to this
construction.

In the context in which referencing is seen as a process of construction and
reconstruction of discourse objects, which are not in a specular relation with the
extralinguistic world, Mondada (2001) understands that discourse objects are entities
interactively and discursively produced by the interlocutors throughout enunciation,
being placed, delimited, developed and transformed in and through the discourse that
they belong to. Following this concept, the author also adds that objects of discourse
do not preexist, nor are they fixed, but emerge and develop gradually in the discourse
dynamics.

According to Koch (2018), every discourse builds a representation that functions
as a discourse memory, which is fed by the discourse itself, and the successive stages
of this representation are responsible, at least partially, for the selections made by the
interlocutors, especially with regard to referential expressions. Thus, in the constitution
of discourse memory, the author identifies the involvement of three basic operations,
which are established as referencing strategies: the construction/activation of discourse
objects, through which a textual “object” not previously mentioned in an ongoing
text is introduced into this text, with such an object being prominent in the textual
construction; the reconstruction/reactivation of discourse objects, through which a node
already present in the discourse memory is reintroduced into the operational memory,
with the discourse object remaining in focus in the text; the defocus/deactivation of
discourse objects, in which a new discourse object is introduced, starting to occupy
a focal position, but the object removed from focus can return to the focal position at
any time of the textual construction.

In the original: “[...] ndo se entende aqui a referéncia no sentido que lhe ¢ mais tradicionalmente atribuido, como
simples representacdo extensional de referentes do mundo extramental, mas, sim, como aquilo que designamos,
representamos, sugerimos quando usamos um termo ou criamos uma situagdo discursiva referencial com essa
finalidade: as entidades designadas sdo vistas como objetos de discurso, e ndo como objetos do mundo.” (Koch, 2018,
p. 64).
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In view of the second purpose of this paper, which is to discuss a methodology
of topic naming, showing how the referents that are topics are identified in a text, we
present, in the continuation of this section, some ways of activating objects of discourse,
which will support the discussion of data pertinent to this second objective of the work
(for this reason, the other referencing strategies are not focused here).

In this regard, according to Silva and Cortez (2020), the most classic mode of
referential introduction is through the use of a referential expression, understood,
according to Cavalcante, Custodio-Filho and Brito (2014), as a linguistic structure
used on the surface of the text to formally represent a referent, which, in general, is of
substantive nature, being formed by a noun or by a name in a substantive function. In
the example (7), from Cavalcante (2003), the phrases “um homem/a man”, “na mesa/on
the table” and “uma mulher/a woman” function as referential expressions, activating,
according to the author, referents without any type of association with elements of the
discourse context or the immediate situation of communication.

(7) Se um homem bate na mesa e grita, esta impondo controle. Se uma mulher
faz o mesmo, estd perdendo o controle. (Piadas da Internet; Cavalcante, 2003,
p. 106)
[If a man knocks on the table and screams, he is imposing control. If a woman
does the same, she is losing control. (Internet Jokes; Cavalcante, 2003, p. 106)]

In addition to the referent being formally represented by a referential expression, being
introduced without association with the discourse context or with the communication
situation, it can also emerge and be activated through an implicit referencing process,
based on an indirect relation with the cotext, constructed inferentially, as it is the case
of the indirect anaphora, according to Koch (2018).

According to Marcuschi (2022), indirect anaphors are usually constituted by defined
and undefined nominal expressions and pronouns that are interpreted referentially
without any type of explicit (or subsequent) antecedent in a text. In addition, the
author explains that this phenomenon constitutes an endophoric strategy of activation
of new referents, motivated or anchored, therefore, in the textual universe, and not a
reactivation strategy of already known referents, which reaffirms its operation as an
implicit referencing process and demonstrates its functioning in the continuation of
the global referential relation. The example in (8) illustrates an occurrence of implicit
referencing by indirect anaphora, activating the pronoun “eles/they” a new referent,
based on the previous element “pescando/fishing”.

(8) Estamos pescando hd mais de duas horas e nada, porque eles simplesmente
ndo mordem a isca. (Marcuschi, 2022, p. 67)
[We’ve been fishing for over two hours and nothing happened, because they
just don’t take the bait. (Marcuschi, 2022, p. 67)]
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In this context of implicit construction of referents, it is also possible that the
referential activity occurs without a noun phrase that explicitly represents the object
of discourse established, as happens in (9), analyzed by Cavalcante (2011).

(9) — Antes de comegarmos, por favor, me diga uma coisa, o que o senhor fazia
no emprego anterior?
— Eu era funciondrio publico!
— OK! O senhor pode contar até dez?
—E claro! Dois, trés, quatro, cinco, seis, sete, oito, nove, dez, valete, dama, rei
e as. (50 piadas, de Donald Buchweitz; Cavalcante, 2011, p. 120)
[~ Before we begin, please tell me something, what were you doing at your
previous job?
— I was a civil servant!
— OK! Can you sir count to ten?
— Of course! Two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, jack, queen,
king and ace. (50 jokes, by Donald Buchweitz; Cavalcante, 2011, p. 120)]

According to Cavalcante (2011), in (9), there are discourse objects that are
constructed without any explicit mention of them, such as the object “entrevista
de emprego/job interview”. In this case, there are other elements that reveal the
establishment of the referent, such as the beginning formula of the interview — “antes
de comegarmos/before we start” —, the allusion to a previous job, the social deixis
“o senhor/sir”, indicating the form of respectful and also formal treatment. These
indications are added to the common knowledge of what is the communicative ritual
of job interviews, favoring the establishment of the identified discourse object.

Another type of activation of discourse objects is through the process of
nominalization, which, according to Koch (2018), is carried out from related elements
of the cotext, as well as indirect anaphors. It consists of referring, through a noun
phrase, to a process or state signified by a proposition that previously did not have the
status of an entity. Thus, the introduction of this new referent encapsulates and labels
the information present in the previous or subsequent cotext, moving from the level of
the sentence to that of the noun phrase (Koch, 2008). The excerpt in (10) demonstrates
a case where nominalization is prospective, summarizing and labeling all subsequent
information.

(10) Depois de longas horas de debate, os congressistas conseguiram chegar a
uma decisdo: adiar, por algum tempo, a reforma, até que se conseguisse
algum consenso quanto aos aspectos mais relevantes. (Koch, 2018, p. 72)
[After long hours of debate, the congressmen were able to reach a decision:
to postpone the reform for some time, until some consensus was reached on
the most important aspects. (Koch, 2018, p. 72)]
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Dealing with nominalization from a functional perspective, Dik (1997b) understands
it as a type of embedded construction that has one or more properties in common with
a primary nominal term. In (11a) and (11b), from Camacho (2011), we show a case
of nominalization, pointing out that this process occurs through formal and semantic
adjustments of the verbal predication embedded in the nominal term.'?

(11a) O presidente demitiu o ministro tardiamente. (Camacho, 2011, p. 128,
emphasis added)
[The president dismissed the minister belatedly. (Camacho, 2011, p. 128)]

(11b) A demissao tardia do ministro pelo presidente. (Camacho, 2011, p. 128,
emphasis added).
[The late dismissal of the minister by the president. (Camacho, 2011, p. 128)]

According to Camacho (2011), the following formal and semantic adjustments
occur in (11a) and (11b), which are very common in the nominalization process:

(i)  the predicate operator in (11a) (past tense) goes to zero in (11b), which
receives the addition of a term operator, the determinant “a/the”;

(i1)  the verbal predicate of (11a), with the underlying representation dismiss
(verb) — president (agent) — minister (goal), becomes the nominal predicate
in (11b), with the underlying representation dismissal (name) — president
(agent) — minister (goal);

(iii) the second argument of (11a) takes the form of a possessor phrase in (11b);

(iv) the adverb of time “belatedly” takes the form of an attributive adjective.

For the discussion we propose in this paper, it is important to emphasize that, despite
the formal and semantic adjustments of the verbal predicate into a nominalization,
nominalization preserves, by inheritance, syntactic-semantic features of the verbal
term, such as the semantic category represented by (11a), state-of-affairs,"* which is the
same designated by (11b)."* This is an evidence that the transformation of a predication
into a referential expression, through a nominalization — a transformation that allows
a referent to be recognized — can represent the fundamental semantic content of that

2 In Dik’s Functional Grammar (1997a), predication is seen as a structure that involves a predicate, which designates
properties or relations, and a set of terms, which refer to entities, appropriately inserted into these predicates. An
example of a predicate is the verb “to write”, which requires two arguments, designating a relation of two places, one
occupied by a writer and the other filled in by something written. Thus, this predicate is necessarily filled in by two
terms, which can be, for example, the terms “Jodo” and “carta”.

According to Lyons (1977a), states-of-affairs concern events, actions, processes, states and positions that are located
at some point or interval of time, are observable and occur somewhere. For the author, “arrival”, “death” and
“maintenance” are examples of names that designate this semantic category.

4" Based on Lyons’ (1977a) definition, it is plausible to say that both (11a) and (11b) denote state-of-affairs because they
both encode actions.
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predication,' and it is, therefore, an effective procedure for naming discourse topics,
as we will discuss in the next section.

Methodological contributions to topic analysis

As established in the introduction, in this paper we aim to offer methodological
contributions to the textual analysis practiced in TIG, a modality of analysis based on
the category of the discourse topic. To this end, we will discuss two specific issues,
which are: (i) the presence, in certain texts, of a meta-discourse topic centered on the
definition between the interlocutors of the discourse topic to be established in the text;
(i1) the methodology for naming the referents that are discourse topics, which involves,
as we will show, three basic procedures.

Also, we will analyze data extracted from descriptions, experience narratives and
opinion reports from the IBORUNA Database Census Sample (Gongalves, 2007),'¢
which brings together linguistic samples of the variety of Brazilian Portuguese spoken
in the northwest region of the Sdo Paulo state, collected between 2004 and 2007. In
IBORUNA, descriptions, experience narratives and opinion reports are predominantly
monological texts, but there are some moments of explicit interaction between the
documenter and the informant, which highlights the textual-interactive processing of
these texts, as can be seen during our discussion of data. From the Database, we then
selected 10 descriptions, 10 experience narratives and 10 opinion reports,'” chosen
to cover the diversity of informant types represented in IBORUNA.'® We decided
to examine descriptions, experience narratives and opinion reports because these
texts can be considered representative of predominantly descriptive, narrative and

As presented in the section about TIG and the notion of discourse topic, the discourse topic can be understood, roughly
speaking, as the theme of a text, its basic semantic informative content.

1® The following website gives access to IBORUNA: https:/alip.ibilce.unesp.br/bancos-de-dados/banco-de-dados-
iboruna#.

17" We chose a total of 10 examples of descriptions, 10 of experience narratives and 10 of opinion reports because we
verified, based on other works that carried out topic analysis within the scope of TIG (Penhavel, 2010; Oliveira, 2016;
Souza, 2020), that this quantity would already offer us qualitative and quantitatively sufficient material to identify
patterns of use of the topical organization, that is, of topicality, which was confirmed with the development of the
analyses.

In IBORUNA, the Census Sample is organized according to social profiles, considering 5 census variables, namely:
(i) sex/gender (male/female); (ii) age group (7 to 15 years; 16 to 25; 26 to 35; 36 to 55; over 55 years); (iii) education,
according to the years of schooling (up to 4 years, or up to the Ist cycle of elementary school; from 5 to 8 years, or
up to the 2nd cycle of elementary school; from 9 to 11 years, or up to high school; more than 11 years, or complete/
incomplete higher education); (iv) family income (up to 5 minimum wages; from 6 to 10 minimum wages; from 11 to
24 minimum wages; more than 25 minimum wages); (v) geographic origin of the informant (Sdo José do Rio Preto,
Bady Bassit, Cedral, Guapiagu, Ipigua, Mirassol and Onda Verde). As we defined that 10 descriptions, 10 experience
narratives and 10 opinion reports would be sufficient for the analyses made in our research, we selected 2 descriptions,
2 experience narratives and 2 opinion reports for each age group, crossing this social variable with the others in the
composition of the Sample, which provided us with exactly 10 examples of each type of speech sample investigated,
given that the age group variable is precisely divided into five age groups.
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argumentative textual genres, respectively, which enables us to make reflections based
on the investigation of texts of a varied typology.

This typological diversity includes a considerable part of the traditionally recognized
textual types (narrative, descriptive, argumentative, expository and injunctive — cf.
Koch and Favero, 1987) and, thus, can demonstrate different forms of manifesting the
referent with topic status in the text, subsidizing, in a more complete way, our task of
identifying a list of procedures for naming topics and thus cooperating so that this list
is able to account for diverse situations of textual construction.

Regarding our analysis methodology, we used the topic analysis method (Jubran,
2006b, 2015¢), which, based on the particularizing properties of the discourse topic
explained previously — centering and organicity —, makes it possible to identify the
discourse topics of a given text. Thus, the property of centering, characterized by the
features of semantic interdependency, relevance and delimitation, supports the analyst
in identifying the topic segments of a text and its discourse topics. On the other hand,
the topic property of organicity guides the verification of interdependence relations
between the discourse topics of a given text. The examples presented in (1) and (2)
allow us to glimpse how we applied the topical analysis method in our study.

Having made these brief explanations about our analytical procedures, we discuss
the recognition of meta-discourse topics based on the example in (12), a description.
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(12) Tépico discursivo central: Casa da informante
Topico discursivo 1: Definicao do tema “casa da informante”

Doc.: S. eu gostaria que vocé me descrevesse assim algum lugar que vocé ja fo::i

ou que:: pode sé(r) a sua ca::sa qualquer lugar que vocé lembre assim eu gostaria que
vocé/ que VOCE gostaria... de descrevé(r) assim de como que é

Inf.: bom... eu vo(u) fali(r) da minha casa...

B O R S

Topico discursivo 2: Pisos inferior e superior da casa
Tépico discursivo 2.1: Piso inferior da casa

minha casa é um sobradi::nho... pequeno que tem uma garagem (ampla) [...] do lado

tem um corredo::r entran(d)o vocé ja vé uma sala [...] logo depois tem/ vem uma
cozinha... [...] mais pra frente vocé vé uma:: uma drea de:: de jantar [...]

camiNHANdo... vocé ja vé bastante flores... [...] ai vocé vé um banhe::(i)ro... uma::

um quintal am::plo e uma piscina... enterrada... [...] LOgo pra frente vocé vé trés

dreas... uma um quarti::nho uma lavanderi::a e um:: escritorio |[...] 1

S O X 3 W

Topico discursivo 2.2: Piso superior da casa

e/ em cima do:: no sobradinho em cima... tem trés quartos... um que meu pai e minha 11

mde fi::ca [...] um do meu irmd::o e um meu... vocé éh:: no quarto da minha mde e 12
do meu pai tem um... banhe(i)ro um guarda-ro::(wpa [...] logo depois tem uma 13
saliz:nha [...] tem um banhe(i)ro éh pra/ pra eu e meu irmdo... [...] e:: tem uma 14
saCAda... [...] bom eu falei um po(u)co da minha casa. (BDI-AC-008; DE: L. 92-113; 15
1,2e3/3)

[Central discourse topic: Informant’s house
Discourse topic 1: Definition of the theme “informant’s house”

Doc.: S. I would like you to describe to me some place that you have already been, it
can be your house, any place that you remember so I would like you/ that YOU would
like... to describe how it is

Info.: well... I will talk about my house...

Discourse topic 2: Lower and upper floors of the house

Discourse topic 2.1: Lower floor of the house

my house is a two-story house... a small one that has a (wide) garage [...] on the side
there is a hallway, going in you then see a room [...] next there is a kitchen... [...] moving
on you see a dining area [...] walking in... you see a lot of flowers... [...] then you see
a bathroom...a wide yard and an... in-ground pool... [...] Off to the front you see three

areas... one a small room, a laundry room and an office [...]

Discourse topic 2.2: Upper floor of the house
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in the floors upstairs... there are three bedrooms... one where my father and my mother
stay [...] my brother’s, and mine...in my mother’s and father’s room there is a... bathroom,
a wardrobe [...] and then there is a small room [...] there is a bathroom...hmm for me
and my brother... [...] and there is a balcony... [...] well I talked a little bit about my
house (BDI-AC-008; DE: L. 92-113; 1, 2 ¢ 3/3)]

As we see in (12), lines 1-4 constitute a self-reflexive excerpt. In this segment, the
particular focus is precisely on the definition, between documenter and informant, of
the central discourse topic to be established in the text, the topic “Casa da informante/
informant s house”, which is evidence that, at this point in the description, the discourse
unfolds itself, being a reference of itself, a fact that signals self-reflexivity, a fundamental
property of meta-discourse, as Risso (1999) points out. In other words, the excerpt in
1-4 is a meta-discourse topic segment not only because it indicates the central discourse
topic to be addressed, which is explicitly announced in “eu vo(u) fala(r) da minha
casa/l will talk about my house” (L. 4), but also because, by indicating the central
topic, it provides clues about the topic structure of the text and, thus, about the textual
construction itself, considering that the organization of the text into topics is seen in
TIG, as we affirm, as a basic process of textual construction.'

The meta-discourse status of the topic segment in lines 1-4 can also be attested
by the relevance that, in this excerpt, the expressions “descrevesse/to describe” (L.
1), “descrevé(r)/to describe” (L. 3) and “fala(r)/talk” (L. 4) assume, which can be
understood, from Risso (1999), as signaling the meta-discourse, since they refer to the
verbal act. In addition, in this first topic segment of the description, the central topic
“Casa da informante/the informant s house” is not yet properly developed, which begins
to be done, with focus, on line 5, when the informant starts to build centering on the
lower floor of the house (L. 5-10) and, subsequently, when she focuses on the upper
floor of the residence (L. 11-15). The fact that the topic segment in lines 1-4 does not
focus on the development of the topic that runs through the entire text may highlight
the meta-discourse character of this topic segment, given that, as can be seen from
Risso (1999) and Jubran (2022), in the meta-discourse the referents do not act directly
on the topic construction.

Regarding this direct non-participation of the meta-discourse topic in the topic
construction, it should be recalled that Risso (1999), as discussed previously, highlights
that meta-discursivity is one of the different verbal procedures that signal the instance
of enunciation in the textual structure, being an important factor in the pragmatic

19 1In this article, we are classifying as meta-discourse topics those topics in which a hierarchically more comprehensive

discourse topic is defined in the text, such as the central topic, exemplified in (12). The construction of this meta-
discourse topic, which indicates a hierarchically broader topic, can give us important clues about the topical
organization of the text. In (12), for example, when it is announced that the informant will talk about her house, we
have an indication that the topical construction may focus on different parts of the location, as, in fact, it happens. In our
understanding, this indication of clues to topical structuring by the meta-discourse topic may be a manifestation of the
interactional function in these topics, as stated by TIG, since such clues may facilitate the interlocutor’s understanding
of the text, foretelling its organization. Also in this section, we will discuss other indications of the expression of the
interactional function in meta-discourse topics.
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anchoring of informational content. In this same direction, Jubran (2022) points out
that meta-discourse expressions such as the anaphora “a afirmag¢do/the statement”, in
(6), leave their functionality in the informational flow of the text in the background,
shifting the focus to the plane of enunciation. Therefore, as the gradient principle of
TIG predicts that a textual construction procedure always operates simultaneously
in the informational organization of a text and in the enunciative activity, and one of
these planes can often be dominant, we understand that the meta-discourse topic in
(12) can be seen as a topic in which the textual function decreases and the interactional
function increases.?® It is based on this increase in the interactive function in the
meta-discourse topic that we interpret that topics of this nature do not act directly
in the topic construction (although they do not stop acting), an interpretation that
reinforces the intrinsically textual-interactive character of textual construction as
postulated by TIG.

In (12), this somewhat enhanced presence of the interactive instance in the textual
formulation can still be verified by observing the joint definition, between documenter and
informant, of the referent that will assume the status of a discourse topic. As we noted, the
documenter’s speech, on lines 1-3, suggests to the informant the topic to be developed in
the description, through the activation of the referent “algum lugar em que a informante ja
foi/somewhere the informant has already been”, specified shortly after by the interviewer
himself with the use of “sua casa/your home”. Given this suggestion, the speaker announces,
on line 4, that she will, in fact, focus on her house, as we read in “bom... eu vo(u) faldi(r) da
minha casa/well... 1 will talk about my house.” This collaborative definition of the central
topic addressed is so textually marked that, after this initial topic segment, in which the
documenter directs the topic and the informant accepts it, she develops her text and, to
finish it, formulates an utterance that practically repeats the passage in line 4, as we see in
“bom eu falei um po(u)co da minha casa/well 1 talked a little bit about my house” (L. 15),
explicitly interacting with the documenter’s proposal about the focus of the description to
be the informant’s house.

The topic segment in lines 1-4, in (13), is another case that concretizes a meta-
discourse topic, this time in a narrative of experience.

2 This intensification of the interactional function in meta-discourse topics can be reaffirmed when we read the following
statement by Jubran (1999, p. 142, our translation) on meta-discourse parenthetical elements related to textual
construction: “the textual function of signaling the structuring of the text, which these meta-discourse fragments
fill, has its interactional counterpart: clarifying the organization of discourse, such fragments facilitate the work of
formulation and presentation of the spoken text and, consequently, its reception.” (in the original: “a fun¢do textual de
assinalar a estruturagdo do texto, que esses fragmentos metadiscursivos preenchem, tem sua contrapartida interacional:
esclarecendo a organizagdo do discurso, tais fragmentos facilitam o trabalho de formulagdo e apresenta¢do do texto
falado e, consequentemente, de recep¢ao do mesmo.”).
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(13) Tépico discursivo hierarquicamente mais amplo: Separacio dos pais®'
Topico discursivo 1: Definicao do tema: “separacdo dos pais”

Doc.: C. tem algum fa::to que aconteceu assim na sua fami::lia ou com vocé:: que
vocé se reco::rde assim... que vocé TEnha participado dessa historia tenha vivenciado
esse fato?

Inf.: ah sim... é a:: separacdo dos meus pais...

B O R S

Topico discursivo 2: Comego de caso amoroso extraconjugal do pai com ex-amiga
da mde da informante

eu ainda era muito menina... e:: [...] minha mde tinha uma ami::ga né? [...] e dai::...
[...] meu pai e ela comecaram conversa::(r) [...] e meu pai e ela acho acabaram::
assim... se interessan(d)o... UM pelo o(w)tro... ai:: eles... [...] comecaram a té(r) um
caso... e isso meu pai (a)inda... tava aqui em ca::sa com nos:: tudo

eI e V)]

Topico discursivo 3: Sofrimento dos filhos com a separacdo dos pais
Topico discursivo 3.1: Sofrimento dos filhos por verem os pais brigando muito

dai meu pai e minha mde brigava mui::to [...] éh:: a gente/ os filhos o/ sempre acaba 9
sofren(d)o né? por vé(r) aquilo |[...] eu era muito crian::¢a entdo eu ficava MUIto 10
assim... éh éh:: num entendia direito o que tava acontecen(d)o né? |...] 11

Topico discursivo 3.2: Sofrimento intenso da informante depois da separagdo marcante
dos pais

ai éh:: [...] meu pai acabo(u) in(d)o embora de ca::sa... pa vivé(r) com ela...e:: e e foi 12
[...] quando ele foi embora eu sofri mui::to eu fiquei doen::te... éh:: chorei choRAva 13
bastan::te [...] e isso foi uma coisa que me marcé(u) MUIto eu soFRI muito... por 14
isso eu acho que... marcé(u) demais. (BDI-AC-038; NE: L. 2-32; 1, 2, 3 and 4/8) 15

[Hierarchically broader discourse topic: Parents’ divorce
Discourse topic 1: Definition of the theme “parents’ divorce”
Doc.: C. Is there any event that happened in your family or with you that you remember... that

you have been a part of that story or you have experienced it?
Info.: ah yes... it is my parents’ divorce...

2 In this example, we do not name the topic “Separagdo dos pais/parents’ divorce” a central topic
because, in this experience narrative, the central topic is “Fatos vivenciados pela informante na
familia/ Facts experienced by the informant in the family”. Directly subordinated to this center
are two topics: (i) “Separagdo dos pais/parents’ divorce”; (ii) “Vida da informante a partir da
maternidade/Informants life from motherhood onward”, the latter suppressed in (13). Therefore,
“Separagdo dos pais/parents’ divorce” is a more comprehensive topic hierarchically in relation to
the topics defined here, but not the central one of that experience narrative.
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Discourse topic 2: Beginning of an extramarital affair between the father and the informant’s
mother’s former friend

I was still a very little girl... and [...] my mother had a friend, right? [...] so... [...] my father and her
started talking [...] and my father and her, I think they ended up... growing an interest... for each
other... then they... they started having an affair... and my father was still... living here with us.

Discourse topic 3: Children’s suffering with parents’ divorce
Discourse topic 3.1: Children’s suffering at seeing their parents fighting a lot

then my father and my mother fought a lot we/ the children always end up suffering, right? for
seeing that [...] I was very young so I was VERY upset...I didn’t really understand what was
happening, right?

Discourse topic 3.2: Intense suffering of the informant after the significant parents’ divorce

then hmm [...] my father ended up leaving our house... to live with her...and it was [...] when
he left, I suffered a lot, I got sick... er... I cried I used to cry a lot[...] and this was something that
made a mark on me I suffered a lot... so I think... it made a huge mark on me. (BDI-AC-038;
NE: L. 2-32; 1, 2, 3 and 4/8)]

It is acceptable to say that, in (13), the topic materialized in lines 1-4 is a meta-dis-
course one because, in this topic segment, we have a centered set of utterances that de-
fines and indicates a topic, in an interactive process between documenter and informant,
hierarchically comprehensive, to be addressed in the narrative of experience. Therefore,
in this topic segment, there is a focus on the activity of textual construction, unfolding
the discourse on itself (self-reflexibility), even, in this case, without explicit marks of
meta-discourse on the textual surface, which may have an ellipsis and be filled by the
recovery of the omitted declarative terms, as Risso (1999) recalls. This can be seen in
the documenter’s speech “C. tem algum fa::to que aconteceu [...] que vocé tenha viven-
ciado/C. is there any event that happened in your family or with you that you remember...
that you have been a part of that story or you have experienced it?”” (L. 1-3), which can
be interpreted as “C. I would like to ask if there is any event that happened [...] that you
have experienced”.

We also understand that this topic is meta-discursive because, as occurs in (12),
the topic that runs through the entire excerpt in (13), the topic “Separacdo dos pais/
parents’divorce”, is not yet directly developed in lines 1-4, and its definition is focused
on, so that this development takes place from line 5 onwards, which corroborates the
considerations of Risso (1999) and Jubran (2022) that the meta-discourse does not
work directly in the topic elaboration.

Once we assume that the topic “Definition of the theme ‘parents’ divorce’” does
not act directly in the topic construction, we can, guided by the gradience principle,
consider that the interactional function in this topic grows, reducing its role in the
informational organization of the text. In this way, a point is constructed in the narrative

999
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of experience in which the interactional function is intensified, a fact that can be
confirmed by verifying the explicit interaction between documenter and informant,
which jointly define the topic to be addressed.

In our view, in order to improve the methodological tools of TIG, it is relevant to
recognize, as proposed in this paper, that the construction of texts sometimes involves
the establishment of meta-discourse topics, particularly topics centered on the topic
elaboration of the text itself. First, this is a finding that has not yet been attested and
discussed in the set of works carried out by the approach so far. In addition, the finding
seems significant, above all, because it provides TIG with a more complete and accurate
analytical enterprise.

In a textual/topical analysis, when the possibility of textual construction involving
such meta-discourse topics is not considered, one tends to incur one of two descriptive
limitations, which, incidentally, can be observed in works already carried out in TIG,
such as Penhavel (2010, 2020): either the analysis does not include the description of
excerpts such as those in lines 1-4 in (12) and (13) above, or excerpts such as these are
taken as parts of the textually adjacent topic segment. The first option means a certain
descriptive incompleteness, since the topic structure of a text covers the entire text,
from the first to the last word, forming a network of relations, a unity, in which all the
utterances are structurally interconnected with each other, composing the whole of
the text — thus, in the analysis of a text, a description that fails to cover the entire text
is not completed. The second alternative, in turn, fails to recognize that excerpts such
as those in question, as we sought to demonstrate, establish, in themselves, a proper
centering, distinct from the centering of adjacent excerpts, which gives them the aspect
of autonomous topic segment, and not exactly the aspect of being part of another topic
segment. Hence the relevance of considering these meta-discourse topics in textual/
topical analysis.

Equally decisive for this type of analysis is the methodology for naming the referents
that assume topic status in a text (the target of the second objective of this work). The
importance of this issue lies not only in the fact that, once again, it is a matter not yet
systematized in TIG, but also in the centrality that this identification of topics presents
in text studies based on discourse topic. For example, as can be seen in Penhavel (2010,
2020), in several textual genres the internal structuring of minimum topic segments (and,
by extension, entire texts of these genres) is based on the combination of units (groups of
utterances) that differ from each other by expressing, in different ways, the topic of the
topic segment. In other words, the identification/naming of the topics is fundamental for
the understanding of the entire structure of texts in these genres. In the same sense, by
the identification of topics in textual analysis, it is possible to observe the relationship
between the discourse topics of a whole text, such as those illustrated in Figure 1.
The recognition of the different referents that are topics, including the referent that is
the central topic of a text, makes it possible to verify the entire relationship of topical
interdependence because it makes it possible to investigate, for example, the way the
connection between the central topic and each of the topics hierarchically subordinate
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to it occurs, which once again makes evident the centrality of the identification/naming
of topics in the analysis of the entire organization of a text within the scope of topically
oriented textual studies.

In this regard, according to our proposal, there are three basic procedures that can be
adopted in the recognition of the discourse objects that, in the course of a text, assume
topic status: (i) the identification of a referential expression that makes explicit, in the
materiality of the topic segment, the referent with topic status; (ii) nominalization; (iii)
the inference of a referent that is topical, but that is not explicit in the topic segment.

The example in (14) illustrates a topic segment in which the identification and
naming of the topical referent may be carried out using procedure (i).

(14) Tépico discursivo : Postinho de saude
o(u)tro/ (inint.) o(u)tro lugar também... éh:: que eu acho assim interessante também
éh::... ah tem também o Posto de Sati::de né?... la... ha varias sa::las também com:....
varios bancos é um postinho simples apesar da cidade sé(r) uma cidadezinha pequena
um municipio praticamente é:: é um/ um/ um hd:: um postinho assim... éh com varios
bancos tem ala de dentis::ta... éh:: éh:: nem nem éh nem todos os postos tem o que tem
aqui... (BDI-AC-038; DE: L. 183-188; 7/9)

AN AW =

[Discourse topic: Health center

another place which I also...which I also find interesting is... there is also the Health Center, right?...
there... there are several rooms also with... lots of seats, it is a simple health center despite the
city being a small town a municipality is practically a there is a small health center like... with
lots of seats there is a dental ward... hmm... not even all the centers have what there is here...
(BDI-AC-038; DE: L. 183-188; 7/9)]

The topic segment in (14) integrates a description in which the informant describes
different places in her city, such as the municipality’s health center, the topic on which
the interaction in the topic segment in question is centered. Within this topic segment,
we can see the explicit activation and maintenance of the speech object “postinho de
saude/small health center”, for example, through the reference expressions “o Posto
de Saude/the health center” and “um postinho/a small health center”, highlighted in
bold on lines 2, 3 and 4. This is how the example in (14) demonstrates the procedure
(1) of recognizing the referent that is topical, since the object of discourse around which
the textual-interactive process is centered is formally represented in the topic segment,
being explained by referential expressions that name it.

In (15), the identification of the referent that is the topic can also be obtained by
observing the explicit activation of this object of discourse in the topic segment.
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(15) Tépico discursivo: Mudancas feitas pelo informante em sua propriedade rural

Doc.: e naquela... quando o senhor ganhd(u) ela trinta anos atrds que o senhor falo(u)... 1
ela era diferente assim?... e como que ela era antes se ela era diferente? 2
Inf.: ndo diferente ndo era a mesma propriedade... s6 que na época que eu recebi era 3
pastagem... ai eu a transformei... num:: num num... num plantio de laranja manga café... 4
e depois volto(u) a pastagem... logico... tinha um curral velho:: de... pau de/ de/ de 5
made(i)ra de aroe(i)ra em pé... éh que eu tirei... hoje existe um o(u)tro curral... a casa... 6
sO existia uma casa ai eu reformei... fiz a casinha do... case(i)ro... éh::... enfim fiz sim 7
mudancas... éh mais nesse sentido... fiz essa represa que eu disse anteriormente... éh::... 8
as mudangas... foram essas... que houveram na propriedade. (BDI-AC-113: DE: L. 9
141-149; 8/8)

[Discourse topic: Changes made by the informant in his rural property

Doc.: and in that... when you won it thirty years ago like you said... was it different?... and how
was it before if it was different?

Inf.: it wasn’t different, it was the same property... but at the time I received t, it was pasture...
then I turned it... into a coffee mango orange plantation... and then the pasture came back... of
course... there was an old pen made of... wood of/ of/ of aroeira wood standing... but I took it
away... today there is another pen... the house... there was only one house there, then I remodeled
it... I made the house for the... caretaker... er... I made changes... er more in this sense... I made
that dam I mentioned earlier... er... the changes...those were the ones... that took place on the
property. (BDI-AC-113: DE: L. 141-149; 8/8)]

The topic segment in (15) was taken from a description in which the informant
describes his two rural properties, focusing, in this topic segment, on the changes he
has made to one of these properties since he took over. As can be seen, until line 7 the
referent “mudangas/changes”, the core of the phrase that names the topic, is not formally
introduced into the text through a referential expression, which only occurs in line 8,
being reactivated in line 9, as indicated by the bold highlights in the example. Thus, in
this topic segment, we indeed have a referent with topical status that appears explicitly
in the text. However, this is a peculiar case in relation to that in (14). In the example in
(15), the expression “mudangas/changes”, which formalizes such a referent, operates
as an encapsulating anaphora, summarizing a series of utterances that also constitute
the topic, which, however, had not been presented as entities, such as the utterance
“eu a transformei... num:: num num... num plantio de laranja manga café/l turned it...
into a coffee mango orange plantation ” (L. 4).

The topic segment in (16) allows us to discuss the second topic identification
procedure, the strategy of nominalization.
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(16) Tépico discursivo: Registro paterno do filho pelos pais as escondidas da familia da mde
ai... ele cresceu tudo... éh ai o pai dele né? passaram-se trés a::nos é/ o pai dele ai o
pai dele assim... regisTRO(u) ele sé que registro(u) escondido da minha fami::lia tudo
pra que a minha familia ndo soube::sse... porque o meu PAI.. desconfia::va que era
e::le... falava que se so(u)besse quem era o pai ia mata::(r) ficava:: fazen(d)o ameagas
e eu acabei... de me::do daquilo éh:: num falava quem era o pai do/ do meu filho... ai
o tempo passo(u) a gente registro(u) ele escondido... ai meu pai pego(u)... e come¢o(u)
fazé(r) pressdo meu pai come¢o(u) fazé(r) pressdo fala(r) assim que éh:: queria sabé(r)
quem era o pai ai eu acabei falando... né?... que era o... J. uma pessoa que freqiientava
bastante a minha ca::sa... ai meu pai ja sa/ ai meu pai quando eu falei meu pai ja sabia
quem era... (BDI-AC-038; NE: L. 63-72; 7/8)

S O 0 AN N W=

—

[Discourse topic: Paternal registration of the child by the parents hidden from the mother’s family
then... he grew up and everything... then his father, right? three years passed by, then his father,
his father...registered him, but he did it hidden from my family, so that my family wouldn’t know
if... because my FATHER... suspected it was him, he said that if he knew who was the father he
was going to kill him, he was threatening and I was just scared... of it...so I ended up not saying
who was the father of my son... then the time went by and we registered him hidden... then my
father started pressuring me, saying he wanted to know who the father was, then I ended up
telling him... right ?... that it was... J. a person who used to come to my house a lot... then my
father already knew/ then when I told to my father, he already knew who it was. (BDI-AC-038;
NE: L. 63-72; 7/8)]

In the topic segment in (16), the centering is on the paternal registration of the
child by the parents hidden from the informant’s family, who was a teenager mother.
We notice that there are two very similar excerpts that directly indicate the discourse
topic — the first on lines 1-2 and the second on line 6, both highlighted in bold. These
utterances, at first, could be used to name the discourse topic, causing the naming of the
topic to directly portray the text produced by the speaker. Another alternative, however,
for naming the topic is to convert the predications expressed in these passages into a
name, through a nominalization, based on the types of formal and semantic adjustments
demonstrated with the examples (11a) and (11b), which would result in a name such
as “paternal registration of the child by the parents hidden from the mother’s family”
and would transform these predications into referents (referential expressions), based
on a relation with the cotext.

These two ways of naming the discourse topic could express the theme of this
topic segment. However, being an analyst’s job, the naming of topics may not exactly
employ the speaker’s own words and still represent the basic content of the topic
segment. Assuming this principle, it must be admitted that naming a topic using a
noun phrase, as has been done in TIG (Jubran ef al., 2002; Jubran, 2006b, 2015c¢), is
a more technical way of representing the content of what the speaker says. In addition
to standardizing the way topics are named, naming by noun phrase has the theoretical
and methodological advantage of capturing and highlighting the referent status of the
topic, as we have argued (Garcia, 2022).
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If the topic in (16) were named as The father registered the child hidden from the
mother s family, this discourse topic would represent a semantic category, the one of
states-of-affairs, and, being named as Paternal registration of the child by the parents
hidden from the mother s family, it represents this same semantic class. Therefore, from
the semantic point of view, there is a correspondence between the sentences uttered
by the speaker, such as those in lines 1-2 and 6, and the name — in the form of a noun
phrase — that we have attributed to the discourse topic, proving that the method of
naming topics by means of a noun phrase, the result of a nominalization, can indeed
represent the basic semantic content of the topic segment, being an effective procedure
to give names to discourse topics.

The use of nominalization to identify a referent that is topic can also be illustrated
from the topic segment in (17).

(17) Tépico discursivo: Decepgio do informante com Lula

e so/ e:: sobre:: o que td acontecen(d)o agora aq/ assim com o Brasil com os deputados
que cé acha?

Inf.: 6h vo(u) sé(r) sincero eu num tenho acompanhado muito... [Doc.: uhum
((concordando))] ta se perguntd(r) pra mim sobre... esse nego(cio) do Correio ai::
esse... foge até o nom/ eu num lem/ eu num tenho acompanhado muito... o que eu posso
dizer é que:: eu me decepcionei um po(u)co com o Lula... [Doc.: uhum
((concordando))] porque eu votei nele... no segundo... no segundo turno eu votei nele
né?... ta certo que ele tem uma/ de repente inte/ as intengdes dele sdo boas né? mas ele
num::... o que ele ta me passando é que ele num tem for¢a politica... Ele [Doc.: uhum
((concordando))] Ele em si né?... o partido pode até té(r) mais dinhe(i)ro em si num...
num... ta me passan(d)o que... ((conversas ao fundo)). (BDI-AC-075; RO: L. 301-311;
3/4)

—_— O 0 0 NN AW —

—_

[Discourse topic: Informant’s disappointment with Lula

and so... about what is happening now in Brazil with the deputies, what do you think?

Info.: look, to be honest, I haven’t been really following the news... [Doc.: uhum ((agreeing))]
ok, if you ask me about... this Mail thing this... I can’t even remember the name/ I haven’t been
following it a lot... what I can say is that I got a little bit disappointed with Lula... [Doc.: uhum
((agreeing))] because I voted for him... in the second... in the second round I voted for him, you
know?... it’s right that he has a/ maybe his intentions are good right? but he hasn’t... what he is
giving me is that he has no political strength... He [Doc.: uhum ((agreeing))] He himself, right?...
the party may even have more money itself in a... in a... he’s telling me that... ((conversations in

the background)). (BDI-AC-075; RO: L. 301-311; 3/4)]

In (17), extracted from an opinion report in which the informant talks about politics,
the centering is focused on the disappointment that the informant claims to have had
with Lula. The identification of this referent with topical status occurs, firstly, from
the fact that there is an utterance in line 6 which indicates, more directly, the discourse
topic of the topic segment, and, secondly, from the conversion of the content of this
utterance into an entity, considering formal and semantic adjustments involved in the
transformation of verbal predication into nominal term, as discussed by Camacho (2011).
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It is therefore because we refer to the informant’s experience encoded in the excerpt
in bold, which did not have the status of a referent, by the noun phrase nucleated by
“decepg¢do/disappointment”, that we say that the identification of the referent that is
topical occurs by nominalization.

The case in (18), in turn, makes it possible to discuss how the objects of discourse
that are topics in a text can be recognized by an analyst’s inference.

(18) Tépico discursivo : Compromissos de campanha do informante e do candidato a vice-
prefeito de Ipigua
entdo durante eram (inint.) a gente tava sempre acompanhado foram seis meses
acompanhando amigos visitando aqui visitando ali... as casa os amigos... ¢h:: o dia-a-
dia aquela correria... éh:: dificil... vocé acompanhd(r) porque vocé dia e noite... vocé
tem que td procurando... visitando as casas encontrd(r) as familias tinha que
montd(r)... duas horas por dia do teu rote(i)ro... depois teria que marcd(r)... os
comicios prepard-los foram dois comicios... muito interessante... éh:: onde...
conseguimos fazé(r) a nossa... levd(r) nossa palavra... para o povo éh:: o municipio::...
tinha ali a sua prime(i)ra elei¢do entdo nés::... conseguimos tentdvamos levd(r) a eles
0 que seria... o inicio... e/ para o progresso do municipio... (BDI-AC-113; NE: L. 17-
26; 3/6)

O 00 3 N L AW —

[Discourse topic: Campaign commitments of the informant and the candidate for vice-mayor
of Ipigua

so during there were... we were always accompanied, for six months we were with friends visiting
here visiting there... houses, friends... er:: the day-to-day that rushes... er:: it’s hard for you to
follow them because you for twenty-four seven... you have to be looking for... visiting the houses
meet the families you had to schedule... two hours a day of your time... then you would have
to schedule... the rallies, to prepare them, there were two rallies... very interesting... er:: it was
where... we managed to make our... take our word... for the people er:: the municipality::... there
was its first election so we::... we managed to take them what would be... the beginning... and/
for the progress of the municipality... (BDI-AC-113; NE: L. 17-26; 3/6)]

The example in (18) was extracted from an experience narrative in which the
informant tells the story of his candidacy for mayor in the city of Ipigua, focusing, in
the topic segment in question, on the commitments that he and his candidate for vice
had during the campaign period. Throughout the reading of the example, we verified
that the referent with topic status does not explicitly appear within the topic segment
through a referential expression, as in (14) and (15), nor can it be apprehended by
the nominalization procedure, as in (16) and (17). However, there are other elements
that indicate the object of discourse on which centering is built, such as semantic
interdependency, especially between the excerpts in bold in (18). Passages such as
“foram seis meses acompanhando amigos/ for six months we were with friends”,

CEINT3

“visitando aqui visitando ali/ visiting here visiting there”, “montd(r)... duas horas por
dia do teu rote(i)ro/ you had to schedule... two hours a day of your time”, “marca(r)...
os comicios/ to schedule... the rallies” do not contain textually explicit references to

the same object of discourse. However, they can be recognized as having a semantic
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relationship, since all can be interpreted as particular forms of “campaign commitments”,
an idea that, even implicit, gives topic unity to the topic segment. Thus, even if there has
been no explicit mention of the referent that is topical, the analyst can infer it, observing
traces of the topical property of the centering, such as semantic interdependency— and
even assuming that the emergence of this referent-topic also occurs in the processing
of the text by the interlocutors, through an implicit referencing process, since the
interlocutors need to understand a topic common to the entire topic segment, even if
this topic is not expressed in the textual materiality.

The topic segment in (19) also illustrates the identification, by inference, of a
referent that is a topic.

(19) Tépico discursivo: Reacoes de quem usa drogas

as/ as drogas... eu:: acho que::... é coisa de gente caipira que num tem nem o que
fazé(r)... porque todas as ge/ gente que usa dro::ga... fica atrasado na esco::la... éh::
briga em ca::sa... e quando chega em casa ro(u)ba o que tem da ma::e... XINga a mae
bate na md::e no/ no pa::i... o pai num gos::ta eles co/ éh pegam as coisa de ca::as
ven::de... pa/ sé pra comprd(r) droga... te/ a/ tem gente que fala que:: entra na droga e
fala e pensa que num vai vicid(r)... s6 que no/ éh:: usan::(d)o elas vio vé(r) que que é
enrasca::da... entd::o... eu:: a minha opinido é que... nu/ pra num entrd(r) nas drogas
porque:: vai vai ficando a/ aLEM de fici(r) atrasado na esco::la nio aprendé(r)
ma::is... té(r) dificulda::des... num vai sé(r) bom porque vai se afastd(r) dos ami::gos...
e:: té(r) varias discussées na familia. (BDI-AC-008: RO: L. 153-162; 3/3)

S O 0N N R W~

—

[Discourse topic: Reactions of those who use drugs

drugs... I think::... it’s a thing for hillbilly people who don’t even have what to do... because all
the people who use drugs... are late in school... er... fighting at home... and when they get home
they steal what their mother has... they insult their mother hits her and the father... the father
doesn’t like that, they take the things from home and sell only to buy drugs... there are people
who say that they start to use drugs and think that they won’t become addicted... but once they
start using they will see that it is a trap:: of... so... I, my opinion is that...that you shouldn’t start
using drugs, because, besides getting late in the school:: you won’t learn anymore... it makes it
harder... it won’t be good because you will grow distant from your friends... and:: there will be
lots of arguments in the family. (BDI-AC-008: RO: L. 153-162; 3/3)]

In (19), taken from an opinion report in which the informant addresses drug
consumption, a centering is established on the reactions of those who use drugs, the
discourse topic of the topic segment. Similar to what occurs in (18), in the example
under analysis, the referent which is also the topic is not formally represented by a
nominal expression in the text, nor is there an utterance that indicates it more directly
and which could go through a nominalization process. Thus, there are other elements that
constitute clues about the referent around which centering is built, such as the semantic
interdependence between the statements in bold, which collaborate to circumscribe the
object of discourse “reagoes de quem usa drogas/reactions of those who use drugs”,
which can be taken as the discourse topic of the topic segment, by an implicit referential
activity of the interlocutors and, in the same sense, by an inference of the analyst.
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Conclusions

Inserting ourselves in a context of establishing methodological procedures for
textual analysis based on the category of the discourse topic, we brought to the center
of the discussion two issues involved in the methodology of textual/topic analysis. The
first concerns the elaboration of meta-discourse topics in the construction of texts, and
the second one comprises the methodology for identifying referents with topic status,
involving three basic procedures.

As we sought to emphasize, the recognition of meta-discourse topics, particularly
aimed at defining and indicating a topic addressed in a text, is a sign of the textual-
interactive aspect of textual processing defended in TIG, considering that interactional
factors are inherent to linguistic expression and that textual elements always correlate
textual and interactive functions, according to a gradient of functions.

Regarding the three procedures for identifying referents that are topics, we recall
that Jubran (2006b, 2015c), when defining the topic property of centering, clarifies that
the integrated set of objects of discourse that constitutes the semantic interdependency
can be composed of explicit or inferable referents, targets of the interaction. In line
with this view, according to the methodology proposed in this work, a referent that, in
a text, functions as a topic can be explicitly represented on the textual surface, can be
captured by nominalization or can even be inferred. Also, on this second issue discussed
in the work, it is worth mentioning our understanding that systematizing methods of
identifying referents that acquire topic centering corroborates a fundamental property
of the topic, which we have defended in TIG (Garcia, 2022), its referent status — the
three proposed procedures are compatible with the inference of topics that are precisely
configured as referents.

Finally, while recognizing the limits of this work, which are natural due to the cut
required of all scientific research, it is important to highlight our proposal to contribute
to the development of the methodological apparatus of TIG, a Brazilian theory of textual
analysis. Thus, we join other works that also act in the definition of methodological
procedures within the theory, such as those that demonstrate the need to operate with
topic segments in textual-interactive description, as the studies by Jubran (2015c¢) on
the parenthetical insertion process and Risso, Silva and Urbano (2015) on DMs.
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= RESUMO: Neste artigo, procuramos oferecer contribui¢ées metodologicas para a andlise
textual desenvolvida na Gramatica Textual-Interativa (GTI), tipo de andlise fundamentada
essencialmente na categoria do topico discursivo. Especificamente, nosso objetivo é discutir:
(i) a instauragdo, na construgdo textual, de topicos metadiscursivos, (ii) a metodologia de
nomeagdo dos referentes que, no texto, funcionam como topicos. Analisando descrigées,
narrativas de experiéncia e relatos de opinido do Banco de Dados IBORUNA e motivados
pelo interesse em contribuir para o desenvolvimento da GTI, argumentamos que a construgdo
de textos, por vezes, envolve um tipo de topico que pode ser analisado como metadiscursivo,
caracterizado por uma centrag¢do voltada para a negociagdo entre os interlocutores e indicagdo
de um topico a ser instalado no texto. Ademais, discutimos que referentes com estatuto de
topico podem ser descritos pela identificagdo de expressoes referenciais que os explicitam
na materialidade textual, pela nominalizagdo de predicagées dos interlocutores ou ainda por
inferéncias do analista. Concluimos que os topicos metadiscursivos estampam a formulacdo
textual intrinsecamente interativa assumida pela GTI, por serem voltados para a propria
construgdo textual, e que apontar métodos de identificagdo dos referentes que sdo topicos é

reforcar o estatuto de referente de todo topico discursivo.

= PALAVRAS-CHAVE: Gramatica Textual-Interativa; Topico discursivo; Referente; Andlise
topica; Metodologia.
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